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Artists-in-Schools

Application Guidelines

About GCAC
Mission

Through vision and leadership, advocacy and collaboration, the Greater Columbus Arts Council (GCAC) supports art and advances the culture of the region. A catalyst for excellence and innovation, we fund exemplary artists and arts organizations and provide programs, events and services of public value that educate and engage all audiences in our community. 
Vision

The Greater Columbus Arts Council is a catalyst driving Columbus’ creative economy. Fostering synergy among private and nonprofit organizations, artists, audiences and community leaders, we create an environment where art and culture thrive. By generating sustained support and appreciation for the arts, and by incubating new talent and new thinking, our region is recognized as an unparalleled cultural destination.

Major Programs
Grants and Services

GCAC provides financial support and professional services for professional arts organizations and individual artists through the City of Columbus grants program. 

Columbus Arts Festival

The city's welcome-to-summer event pairs fine artists and craftspeople with continuous entertainment including hands-on art activities and musical performances.

Community Arts Partnership Awards

These awards recognize community and business leaders for their support of the arts, and honor an arts organization that has shown an exemplary commitment to artistic innovation and risk.
Community Arts Education

The Education program supports community participation in the arts through both in-school and out-of-school programming, professional development for classroom educators, and small grants for community arts projects.
Publications
GCAC’s monthly e-newsletters Front Row Center and the ColumbusArts.com featured event listing give you the inside scoop on what’s happening in the arts in Columbus through previews of upcoming events, profiles of creative professionals, and feature articles on local and national arts issues.

About Artists-in-Schools

Artists-in-Schools (AiS) is a program of the Greater Columbus Arts Council’s Community Arts Education Program. Artists-in-Schools links K-12 schools, universities, park and recreation centers, senior homes, correctional facilities, corporations, and community centers with the city's teaching artists and professional arts resources.

The Artists-in-Schools program is intended to awaken creative potential within the participants and to raise their awareness of the role that practicing professional artists play in our community and in our lives.  The AiS experience is intended to complement, rather than replace, existing arts education programs by:


* giving participants firsthand contact with practicing arts professionals


* demonstrating the possibility of vocational and avocational participation in the arts


* allowing sites to provide participants with a broad range of arts experiences


* enabling teachers to use arts resources as part of general curriculum programs  

Last year, Artists-in-Schools reached an aggregate audience of over 75,000 people through performances, lectures, workshops, and residencies by professional artists or performing groups.  Although Artists-in-Schools primarily serves educational facilities in central Ohio, artist services are available to schools throughout the state and region.
Artists-in-Schools Application Process
How to Apply

GCAC accepts applications from professional artists and companies wishing to participate in Artists-in-Schools every two years, with applications due in February of odd years. Based on the written application, selected artists will be invited to audition for the program. 30-minute audition-interviews will take place in May. 
Individual artists, ensembles, and arts organizations are eligible to apply for inclusion in the Artists-in-Schools program.  Applications are accepted in the following disciplines:

· Architecture and Design

· Dance/ Movement 

· Film and Video

· Literature 

· Multi-Disciplinary Arts

· Theatre

· Visual Arts

· Music

· Storytelling

Panels of educators and arts professionals in each of the above disciplines evaluate applicants on the basis of their proposed programs, credentials, and in-school live auditions/interviews. Artists are selected according to the quality, educational value and professionalism of their presentation, and their ability to articulate their art form to an audience.
Applicants should submit proposals that are well thought-out and carefully designed to be appropriate for school age children in grades K-12. Services may include performances, lectures, workshops, master classes, readings, or multidisciplinary experiences. Time may range from a single class period to extended visits or residencies. 

Selection Criteria
The Artists-in-Schools roster consists of teaching artists – arts professionals with complementary educational skills. Artists admitted to the program must have a demonstrated ability to work with students, and should be active professionally. Artists-in-Schools is not intended for hobbyists or those who have minimal professional engagement in their field, nor those who are inexperienced in teaching in a school setting.  The following criteria are used in evaluating written applications and auditions:
· Artist devotes a substantive amount of time and energy to their art form. Artist is active in their professional community and regularly performs/ exhibits/ publishes in their chosen field.
· Artist’s work is of professional status and quality.  Artist must demonstrate a high level of skill in their art form, as developed through formal training and/or years of experience in their field. This program is not intended for hobbyists or student performers.
· Artist has demonstrated ability to work in an educational setting, and is skilled in working with K-12 students. 
· Artist is able to collaborate with teachers, administrators and other teaching staff in developing programming for students. 
· Artist’s programs are designed so that the artist does not act as an arts teacher, but offers students an opportunity to experience the arts from the artist’s point of view. The programs reflect the professional training and experience of the artist.  
· Artist’s programs support and extend the work of classroom teachers. However, the artist’s programs must offer more than what a teacher could provide from a well-written lesson plan, instructional package or an in-service workshop. 
· Artist shows a commitment to ongoing professional development to enhance their skills as an educator.
· Artist has a working familiarity with the Ohio Content Standards for the Fine Arts and arts integration. 
Dates to Remember

Application deadline – Friday, February 11, 2011 5:00 p.m.
Notification of acceptance for audition – mid-April 2011
Auditions – May 2, 3, 5, 2011
Notification of acceptance into Artists-in-Schools – May 2011
New artist orientation – July 2011 (date TBD)

Artist Preview Night – mid-September 2011 (date TBD) 4:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Ohio Content Standards for the Fine Arts 

Teaching artists on the Artists-in-Schools roster must have a commitment to providing artistic programming that is relevant to the educational goals of the school communities they participate in. As educators, they should have some knowledge of the Ohio academic content standards for their fine arts discipline. 
From the Ohio Department of Education: “Academic content standards provide a set of clear and rigorous expectations for all students. 
“Content standards describe the knowledge and skills that students should attain, often called the "what" of "what students should know and be able to do." They indicate the ways of thinking, working, communicating, reasoning and investigating, and important and enduring ideas, concepts, issues, dilemmas and knowledge essential to the discipline.

The academic content standards provide clarity to Ohio teachers of what content and skills should be taught at each grade-level. How the material is taught is a local school and district decision.”
School principals and district administrators often require that programs taking place during the school day demonstrate relevance to these standards. The Ohio academic content standards for the fine arts and other subjects are available for download from the Ohio Department of Education website at www.ode.state.oh.us.
Questions?
Applicants are encouraged to contact GCAC with questions regarding the Artists-in-Schools application process. Contact Oulanje Regan, Community Arts Education Program Administrator, at 614-221-8625.

Artist Participation in Artists-in-Schools

Background Check
Artists who are accepted into the Artists-in-Schools program are required to undergo both state and FBI criminal background checks at their own expense. For groups, all members who will be performing in schools must complete these background checks.  
Artist Agreement
Artists accepted in the program are required to sign an agreement detailing the terms of their participation. This agreement is renewed biennially.
Curriculum/Study Guides
Artists are required to submit a curriculum/study guide, which must be approved by GCAC. Each artist is required to review and if necessary revise their study guide every three years. This study guide should be related to the artist’s presentations and designed for use by classroom teachers. The material may include suggestions to teachers for pre-visit and follow-up activities as well as additional references or resources. The artist agrees to produce this material and deliver it to the schools in advance of his/her appearance.
Artists-in-Schools Directory
The online Artists-in-Schools directory summarizes the programs offered by each artist, including fees, special requirements, and the artist's credentials. The directory offers schools immediate access to the full roster of artists participating in AiS. Artists are required to review and update their directory listing annually. The directory is accessible via GCAC’s website, www.gcac.org. 
Artist Preview Night
Artist Preview Night is held at the start of each school year, in mid-to-late September. The tradeshow-style event gives teachers, school administrators, PTA representatives, librarians, and other community members the opportunity to sample the variety of arts education offerings available through the Artists-in-Schools program. For artists, it is an opportunity to promote their educational programs to a targeted audience. Many Artist Preview Night attendees choose to schedule Artists-in-Schools engagements as a result of their experiences at Artist Preview Night. 

Artist Preview Night is only open to artists on the Artists-in-Schools roster. There is no charge to participate. Admission to the event is free and open to the general public.
Scheduling through GCAC
Schools can book artists online through the GCAC website via the Artists-in-Schools Directory. Hard copy booking forms are also available for download from the website, and are distributed to schools at Artist Preview Night. Artists are notified of booking requests by GCAC staff. Once an artist confirms the booking date, GCAC will send written confirmation to both the artist and the school. It is then the artist’s responsibility to contact the school to discuss the details of the visit.
In the event that an artist arranges an activity directly with a school, the artist is required to notify GCAC at once. All school bookings in central Ohio (Franklin County and the six contiguous counties) must be scheduled through GCAC. 
Payment and Evaluation
Artists set their own fees for their programs. Any additional expenses on top of the standard artist fee, such as mileage or materials fees, must be agreed upon by the school in advance of the artist visit.
As an arts resource network, Artists-in-Schools is intended to provide and facilitate a direct relationship between arts professionals and educational facilities. In doing so, GCAC acts as the broker, charging a nominal administrative reimbursement fee ($12.00 per artist booking), which is added to the artist’s fee. 
After an Artists-in-Schools visit, the artist is required to complete a pay voucher, present it to a school representative for signature, and return it to GCAC along with an activity evaluation form.  Once the voucher is received, full payment to the artist is made by GCAC on either the 15th or the last business day of each month. GCAC will later bill the school for the cost of the visit, and ask the school to complete an evaluation of the artist’s activity.
Professional Development Seminars
The GCAC Community Arts Education Program offers professional development services to educators and AiS artists. GCAC currently partners with Columbus City Schools to offer training to classroom teachers in the integration of the arts with the general school curriculum. Throughout the year, GCAC may also provide other special opportunities for artists, such as workshops on marketing, program planning, or preparation of curriculum materials. Artists are strongly encouraged to take advantage of these professional development opportunities as they are made available.
Artist Review
Artists must schedule at least two programs during the two-year contract period to remain active in the Artists-in-Schools program. Artists receiving one scheduled activity or less will be considered inactive, and will be required to repeat the audition process or be removed from the program. Unsatisfactory evaluations (either from outside evaluators or school evaluation forms) are also cause for review.
Grounds for removal from the Artists-in-Schools program include, but are not limited to the following: failure to abide by the contractual agreement; a lack of professionalism; lack of willingness or ability to make appropriate programmatic changes; lack of responsibility in communicating with teachers and site liaisons; ineffective integration of arts into the curriculum when appropriate; and others as determined by GCAC’s Community Arts Education Program Director.

ARTISTS-IN-SCHOOLS 

2011 APPLICATION FORM


DEADLINE:  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2011, 5:00 P.M.
SUBMIT three copies of your application and printed supporting materials To:
ARTISTS-IN-SCHOOLS

Greater Columbus Arts Council

100 E. Broad St., Suite 2250

Columbus, OH 43215
Emails and faxes will not be accepted.
Applicants are encouraged to contact GCAC with questions regarding the application process. Contact Oulanje Regan, Community Arts Education Program Administrator, at 614-221-8625.

I. PERSONAL DATA
Name of Artist or Arts Organization

Contact Name







E-mail Address

Mailing Address






City/State/Zip Code


Daytime Phone






Evening Phone

Art Form (circle one)*: 
Architecture 
Dance
         Film & Video 
Literary Arts



Music 

Theatre        Visual Arts 
Multidisciplinary Arts

* If you fall into more than one category, or none of the above individual categories, choose “Multidisciplinary Arts”

II. Background Data    Include dates and locations where applicable. You may attach additional pages as needed to complete this section.
List all educational institutions, programs and individuals from whom you have received artistic training.  Please include course of study and any degrees received if applicable.  

List all professional activities relating to your personal work as an artist for the past three years, beginning with the most recent; include exhibitions, publications, performances, etc. related to your work.  (Teaching activities should not be included in this section.) 
List any professional recognition or honors related to your art form. 

List any current professional memberships and affiliations that are related to your art form. 

List up to ten arts related teaching experiences (this may include schools, libraries, community centers, etc.) from the past three years. Please provide a brief (1-3 sentences) description of each.

Have you or your group ever participated in a formal Arts-in-Education program with another organization (such as Young Audiences, Muse Machine, etc.)?

No____      Yes ____        

If yes, please list your organizational affiliation(s) below:
**For Arts Organizations:  
Attach the resumes of your current managing director, artistic director and all principal group members who will be making Artists-in-Schools presentations.  Also include a roster of artists from which non-presenting performers may be taken.  Please note: all principal group members who will be working through AiS must be present at the time of your interview/audition.

III. Artist Narrative  You may attach additional pages as needed to complete this section.
Describe your work as a professional artist. What is it that you do? Why are you passionate about your art form?
Describe your work as a teaching artist. How do you envision the role of the artist in an educational setting? 
Briefly describe how your educational programs benefit arts education and/or fulfill the goals of the Artists-in-Schools program.  What skills and knowledge will students gain from your work with them? 
IV. Supporting Data

It is recommended you provide photographs, publications, videos, audio recordings, reviews, or other supporting materials that document your work as an active arts professional.  Hard copy materials are preferred over links to websites. Support materials should refer to work done in the past three years.  this information must be submitted in triplicate. 

All materials should be clearly marked with your name, address, and the subject.  Include a self addressed stamped envelope if you wish these materials to be returned.  Support materials submitted without SASE will be discarded after jurying.  

PLEASE SEND COPIES ONLY.  DO NOT SEND ANY ORIGINAL OR IRREPLACEABLE MATERIAL.
V. Program DESCRIPTION You may attach additional pages as needed to complete this section.
Program Description:
Use the format below to provide a description of the programs that you intend to offer through the Artists-in-Schools program, as it would appear in the online Artists-in-Schools directory (available at: www.gcac.org/edu/ais_artists.php). You may describe one or more activities. Include program duration (ie: 1 hour, 2 days, etc.), grade levels (ie: for grades K-2), fee, and special requirements, if any. 
Program 1

Title:

Grade level:

Duration: 

Fee:

Special Requirements:

Description:

Program 2

Title:

Grade level:

Duration: 

Fee:

Special Requirements:

Description:

Artist Narrative:

Provide a 1-3 paragraph artist narrative, as it would appear in the online Artists-in-Schools directory.
Availability:
Identify the availability of your AiS activity. (Note: most artists are available “Upon request.” If you have any restrictions due to teaching schedule, travel, etc. please list them here.)

VI. Study Guide (required)
Submit a sample of a study guide or other curriculum materials for your programs.
It is important for schools to have a study guide or other curricular support materials to aid them in integrating your visit with the overall academic plan for the school year.  Your study guide will also help teachers prepare students so they can be fully engaged with your program. A two-page summary of how to write a study guide is included with this application.
VII. References (required)
Submit three letters of recommendation from people who are familiar with your work as a teaching artist. These letters must be included with your application, they should not be sent separately. 

VIII. Signature
I acknowledge that ALL the information stated above is accurate, and to the best of my knowledge represents my professional background in the field of arts/arts education.

Signature of Applicant





Date


Please note: Because artists in this program will have contact with children in schools and other settings, we require that a criminal background check be conducted for each artist – at his or her own expense - prior to being accepted into the program. Organizations must have all artists who will be performing in Artists-in-Schools programs obtain a background check, in addition to the presenting artist.  The Artists-in-Schools office will provide information on State and FBI background checks to incoming artists to facilitate this procedure.
Basic Components of a Curriculum Guide

Your curriculum guide should be designed to give teachers and administrators an understanding of the artistic and educational components of your presentation, and to help teachers create lesson plans to prepare their students for your visit.

There are many different ways to present the information found in a curriculum guide. How you choose to present your curriculum guide is up to you. Some artists have a separate, stand-alone guide for each activity they offer. Other artists choose to have a single guide that covers all of their programs. Some artists have a hard copy of their guide to send to schools. Some have all of the information available for download from their website. Other artists have produced interactive DVDs with video and audio clips that can be used by teachers in the classroom. 

These are only suggestions as to what you might include in your curriculum guide; feel free to add to the list:
1. Artist’s Biography – information about yourself that you would like the students and school staff to know before you arrive for your Artist-in-Schools activity.  This should include both an artist narrative, and a summary of your credentials. Keep in mind that the teacher or PTO rep who booked you may still have to “sell” you to the school principal. A strong Artist Biography will help them do that.

2. Art Discipline Background– information about your art discipline that is relevant to your presentation. This may include an overview of the history of the art form (ie: the development of jazz music in the US), a basic explanation of “how it’s done” (ie: a brief how-to guide to glass blowing), a description of major themes/ styles in your form (ie: a West African dance company might describe the different dance styles and cultures represented in their repertoire), etc. 
3. Activity Summary – a description of your presentation so teachers and school administrators can know what to expect during your visit, and so they can learn how to prepare their students to make the most out of your time at the school. The activity summary should be more in-depth than the description used in marketing materials, providing additional context and background information about your presentation.

4. Content Standards - a summary of the Ohio Fine Arts academic content standards, benchmarks and indicators addressed by your presentation(s). You may also choose to include content standards for English Language Arts, Science, Math, and Social Studies.  

5. Vocabulary – a list of terms related to your activity and arts discipline.  You may wish to include any unfamiliar jargon or terminology you will be using in your presentation with the students, so teachers may introduce this language to students in advance.

6. Bibliography – a list of websites, books, videos, audiotapes or other materials that teachers may use as a resource for constructing their own pre- and post-visit lesson plans. You may also include a separate bibliography for children to use to pursue on their own.

7. Pre-Visit and Post-Visit Activities – suggested lesson plans or activities the class can do to prepare for your visit, or to use as follow-up afterwards.  Activities may take place in the classroom, at home, or in the community. A lesson plan template follows on the next page.

· The activities should make connections to your discipline and expertise, and ideally will include references to Ohio academic content standards.

· If you plan to offer an activity that can be done at home, include a list of materials that will be needed and where they might be found, keeping in mind easy accessibility and affordability.

· You can also include a list of good questions to prompt a classroom discussion.

Lesson Plan Template

This is a general lesson plan template designed by the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education. 

Activity Title:

Grade Level:

Learning Outcomes: specifically, what do you want students to learn from this activity?

Fine Arts Standard(s) (including page numbers): what standard/benchmark/indicator is addressed in the lesson?


Benchmark(s):


Indicator(s):

Other Ohio Content Standard(s) (including page numbers): for arts-integrated activities, what non-arts standard/benchmark/indicator is addressed in the lesson?


Benchmark(s):


Indicator(s):

Assessment: How will you know if the students have reached the Learning Outcomes?
Time needed:

Equipment, resources, and materials needed:

Step by Step procedure:
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